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Preface To The First Edition.

“Poetry s amply the most beantiful. impressive. and
widely effective mode of saying thmgs, and hence its
importance.”"—Matthew Arnoid.

To a mmd brooding over the fascimatimg heauty that
manifests weelf in the phenomena of Nature, to an intellect
plunging deep into the Indden mystevies of Tafe to o ~oul
sonring high tnta the pueest reatms ol veligons: feryour and
philoxophic thought and to w spiri findma s
moral sanctity and Divine grace nothing sppears: ss por-
wanently benutiful. impr

rene rest m

ne and effective as the study of
a fine picee of Poetry. Not only does s fine pocm delight u®
by presenting a farthiul picture of Natuee's beanties and
impress s with the imediate presence of a wnfying
principle that wnderhes the varied abject of heauty but it
alwo serves as oan eflective means for moulding the
churacter of man. To a heart earen it by bit away by
sorrow and worldly eu

< Poetry comes as the healing
balm: Lo a heart ellled by the ey hand ol cruelty its
influence comes ke that of the mornmye <uns and toa
heart stained with the blackest cemme and the direstevil it
comes as the washing pearly dew. Ah! the changes srought
hy Poetry in the mind of maare profound aud the eflects
which it produces on him are pernunent.

To we the stwdy of Poetry tus been a welling tountain ot
dehight and ever will ut continue to he xo to the very close
of my life on this carthly ploe. For vears together [have
heen devoting Juy tume diigently so w close and carcful
sptudy of the anerent classical poems i the Tanul lunguage
and have been drinking deep the meffable sweetness that
was there m abundance. The pures simphidity of shought .,
the close and nnnute observation of nature, the vivid and
sublime portraits presented of the social, moral, religious
und mtellectual conditions of the old Twmilian life, the
energy and artiesic beanty beaming throngh with a <terling
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freshness, and last, but not least. the graat histovic value
which it possesses—al] combine to invest Tamil Poetry with
a peculiar charm and splendour that can hardly he
surpassed by the poetry of any great language in the world.
This slone accords to Tamil quite s unique position in the
midst of all cultivated languages in the civilised world,

But sad to relate the classical poems prescribed s text
books for the B.A. and F.A, Fxaminations in the University
of Madrnx. scem to have attracted little the attention of
students. And o study of them lux been even regarded as
useless und weavixome hy some eusy-going students whose
imaginstion has been led to revel in stories and religions
frenzy and who has thereby lost all seriousness wnd
appreciation of natural heauty. This has been due partly
to the teachings of Munshees and the bulky volumes of
notex they publish which mainly consist in giving word
for word meanings and turgid sud trivial grammatical notes
which are insigniticant for a critical study aud partly to
some preseribed Tumil texts fu prose and poetry which
mainly consist of xilly and crude religious myths transinted
from Sunserit Puranss and which by 1o means represent
the true nature of originul classic poetry in Tamil. Ido
not mesy. here, 10 deny the fuct that one or two clussical
poems are occusionally and uncousciously prescribed as
text-books y the scrupulous men of the Tumil Board, but I
only intend (o suy that even these Drilliant gems are
swallowed up in the ravenous maw of the filthy pooms
forthcoming us texts side by side with them. 'I'he parkling
glitter of the former becomes huried deep in the intense
darkuess of the latter. And hence the study of Tamil
Poetry appeurs as thougn it were-surrounded by an
impenetrsble gloom. In spite of all this I have had an
earnest desire to make wn attempt in directing the
attention of students to u sound critical study of some
olngsical poems und see what kind of effect is produced on
them when they are put in the light of modern critical
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study of Poetry,in general. Aithough I feel myxelf to be
unfit for the tosk. yet I ventured to make au sttempt
which ax I ufterwards found to my grestest satisfaction,
proved Lighly successtul not only among the students of
sur College but also among the students who. out of puve
love, standy Pamil iu private  Thos [ came to realise the
benefit that w wlid avise from @ critwenl and compugative
study of Loetry in general and ever since thut time was 1
putting the scheme into practice vrally. Bub wn occasion
presented taeli 1o e for bringmg my critical method of
poetic study into writing also - While T was engaged in
teaching Mullusppatin to my students of the senior B.A
class, they requested we to write s eritical commentary on
this besutiful ode wnd xubseribed m advance to defray the
cost of printing, Lo compliwnee with shew request T huve
most cheerfully undertaken the task,  Awd in conuection
with thix T huve to expross my thut ks to my students of the
genior B A. cluss for this and many other aots of courtesy
and kindness they have extended to me.

Mublaippaltn is s ancient clusical ode of 103 lines sung
in honour of the Pandin King Neduneheliwn by lus court
burd Napputhouar,  How Nedunchelinn, once haviyg gone
on an expedition to meet the combined foreediof seven
powerful kings in the field ut Talayalanganam and routed
them all in the hattle that ensued, veturns with great
splendour and magmiticence and with troplies of victory to
kiss hiy loveliest wite and how thix besutiful muiden thut
had been Jeft slone m & country vills with o deep sorvow
for the separation of her beloved husband 18 lying down on
her couch her chaxte hosum heaving up with a sigh of
conwolution ab Lis shortly cxpected veturn. are all related
most vividly and very picturesquely in this poem, The
Poem is vemurkable alike for sinplicity oé thought. besuty
and noble sentiments. The imaginative bold which it has
oun the mind of the reader is strong and elevating. The
interest of the plot is sustuined througlout by the urtistic
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method insinuated into it by the poet with great delicacy
and subtlety that characterise a master mind. The rhythm
and harmony of style vary every now and then and adhere
themsel\es closely to the dignified march of the sense, while
the diction. though rugged ab times, is, on the whole, chaste
and elegant replete with genuine el ts of Tamil. The
Sauscrit words have intermingled themselves into it at the
rate of two per cent, or three and hence the dute of its
composition falls about the second century hefore Christinn
ers.

In commenting on this excellent ode I have followed
the main lines of literary criticism inculeated by the
able and profound critic Professor William Minto;
for his critical methods are exceedingly interesting und
help wuch towards u olenr understanding of the work to be
serutinised.  From thug critical point of view. I have given
u historical account of the age which gave birth to such a
xplendid poem s Mullaippattu and of the influence which
that age had exerted on this poem. It wust be remembered
that the true nature of & work canuot be comprehended
unless we huve u distinet iden of the times in which it had
sprung up. I linve also availed mysclf of the grand views
expresseq, by such great masters as Milton and Ruskin and
huve even transluted freely into Tamil one or two passages
from their writings.

In my analysis of the poem I have adhered closely to the
original iden conceived und expressed by the Poet. ruther
than to the mungliug und distorting commentary of
Nachinarkkiniur. The old commentator discarding the
simple aud natural beauty with which the subject-matter of
the ode runs thropgh. hus torn the excellently woven fubric
of the Poet to pieces and glues them agnin together with his
own vapid thought in such a fantastic manner as to make
the poem seem most artificial and its structure very
ridiculons, And in elucidating the text. I have. therefore.
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inserted, Wherever necessary, short critical notes which
would make the inaptitude of the rommentatur's meanings
at once intelligible to the reflective students. Pandit V.
Swaminatha Aiyar of the Government College at Kumba.
konam xnd Pandit C, Tiruchitrambalam Pillai of Coimbatore
having been greatly misled by the commentary of
Nachinarkkiniar, have, in the highest degree. marred the
fiow and natural arvangement of the poetic thonghts, But
of the two T wish to recommend to students Mr.
Tirachitrarabalam’s notes since his comments and critical
introduction are valuable for & clear understanding of the
old commentary though not of the poem, more than that of
Mr, Swaminatha Aiyar's snnotated edition. In the course
of my oriticism I need hardly say that I have widely
differed from the old commentator and the two Pandits. but
1 have fully stated my reasons and authority for so doing,

I now conclude these few prefatory remarks with a
fervens hope that those Tamil students who take o deep
interest in the study of this poem, will find in this critical
commentary the better means of getting a true and appre-
ciative knowledge of this only genuina relic of 4 great and
old Temil poet Napputhanar and will further devze 8 few
of their leisure hours to the study of pure Tamil ared extend
their knowledge of Tamil classics a little wider than it is at
present.

Mapzas OrnistiaN CoLLEGE, 2

8th September, 1903, R. 8. VEDACHALAM.
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THEORIENTM.. MYSTIC MYNK?
| S

Ty first volume of this monthly magazme.
deals with the ighly mteresting and useful sub-
jects; Comparative Rehigion, Philosophy, Psyclic
rhenomuna. Octultism, Yoga, Spiritism  and
Tistory. *

It will tell you how to develop your mner
powers, how to succeed i Ife and how to prolong
and enjoy .

At present there 1s no other magazine in exist-
ence than Myna which brings to hight the hitherto
unknown secret subjects that lay hidden mn the
ancient, mystic literature of the Taml language

A partial contents of the first volume

Hypnotism and Mesmerism—Detetic value of
fruits—East and West—T1 he Ghost of Von-Moltke
—Hypuotism for Anaesthetics—Luminous mght
hirds—The Milk-sea myth—How to prevent
premature death /—71he Theistic Aspect of Sava
Siddhania—A wife’s return—The Great Little—
Human Magnetism—Brahmdn: Sivam—Prana-
yamia or the conserving of vital powers as practis-
ed by Indian Yogis—Spirituahsm—Suceess i
Lifes-Spirit--forms— Lhe motherhood of God—
Self-control—The Saiva Siddbanta— | he Universal
Religion—Hypnotism and Death—How to grew*
beautiful—Telepathy—The occult eye—CPersoral
Magnetssn —Sankhya and Siddhanta—Clayyoy
ance—The Social Aspect of Sava Siddhanta—s
Magitras and thetr mystic powes.,

This volume contams lorge, 280 pages, rayak
octded § The price of this fivst yol. & Re
exclugive of postage.  No speesmen copy. ngv
i adyante, For copés wyite’to Panidic B9
Vellachyla.n, Madras:
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